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Supporting the 
value of books and 

reading since 
1917 

About the WNBA 

What is the WNBA? 

        The Women’s National Book Association  (the 
original  WNBA) is a national organization of  
women and men who work with and value books.  
The Detroit Chapter shares the mission of  the 
WNBA: to promote reading and  support the role 
of  women in the community of  the book. 

        Established in 1917, the WNBA  consists of  
nine  chapters across the country, with about 800  
individual Chapter and Network Members, as well 
as  corporate Sustaining Members.   

        The WNBA partners with organizations such 
as the National Education Association’s Read 
Across America and The Center for the Book at the 
Library of  Congress to promote literacy through 
national and chapter-based initiatives. The WNBA 
is a Non-Governmental Organization affiliated 
with the Department of  Public Information of  the 
United Nations.   An NGO/DPI supports the UN 
in its goals, disseminates information, and elicits 
support for those goals among our communities. 

        The WNBA recognizes the achievements of  
women in book-related professions with the 
WNBA Award and sponsors the Pannell Award for 
children's’ bookstores.  The WNBA Eastman 
Grant is given to a library association in states 
with WNBA chapters in support of professional 
development or training for a librarian. 

DetroitDetroitDetroit   

www.wnba-books.org/detroit 



Chapter History 
The Detroit Chapter of  the Women's         

National Book Association was organized in 1966. 
During the first year,  the chapter grew to thirty-
eight members. The chapter has evolved with the 
times and has been consistently involved in the    
national WNBA. 

 Since the 1990s the Detroit Chapter has    
actively supported various charitable activities,    
including donating books to women's and children's 
shelters, contributing clothes and toys to a women's 
domestic violence shelter and clothes to Dress for 
Success, and collecting various needed items for a 
house for women and children with HIV/AIDS. 
The chapter supported literacy activities with cash 
donations to Seedlings Braille Books for Children 
and the Wireman comic book series, has helped              
to reestablish an elementary school library,  and has 
contributed to a public library in need. 

        In 1991, the Detroit Chapter established the 
Bookwoman Award which honors Michigan wom-
en  who have made significant contributions to li-
braries, reading, writing, literacy,  or  publishing. 

With a history of  more than forty productive 
years, the Chapter’s  members look forward to a 
future of  increasing activity and growth. Detroit 
WNBA’s roots are strong and the outlook is bright 
with promise.  

Membership Application 

Name_____________________________________ 

Home Address_____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Home Phone____________Cell ______________ 

Home Email _______________________________ 

Place of Work _____________________________ 

Work Address______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Job Title___________________________________ 

Phone_________________Fax________________ 

Work Email ________________________________ 

Website___________________________________ 

Membership Level   $______________________  

      Preferred Contact:  Home or Work? 

Join Us! The Detroit Chapter 

Chapter Membership Levels 

Member  

Friend 

$35 

$50 

Patron 

Benefactor 

$75 

$100 

Individual  Chapter membership dues  include 
a subscription to The Bookwoman and  the 
Detroit Chapter newsletter.  The WNBA is a 
501c3 nonprofit.  The  amount of any dues 
paid that exceeds  $30 may be  deductible as 
a charitable  contribution. 

Make Checks Payable to: WNBA Detroit Chapter 

Mail to: WNBA Detroit Chapter 
c/o Margaret Auer, Treasurer 

28444 Los Olas Drive 
Warren, MI   48093  

 

About Us 
        Each year, the Detroit Chapter typically holds about 
four dinner meetings, with speakers and programs that 
are of  special  interest to women; many feature topics 
related to books and reading.   Nonmembers are always 
welcome to attend any Chapter events as guests. 

        The Chapter is represented on the board of  the 
Metro Detroit Book and Author Society as one of  18 
sponsoring organizations.  Book and Author Luncheons 
are held semiannually,  featuring authors of  national 
prominence.  The proceeds benefit literacy and library-
related grants. 

        The Detroit Chapter actively participates in the 
National WNBA.  The Chapter President represents the 
chapter on the National WNBA Board attending annual 
National Board meetings, which the Detroit Chapter  has 
hosted several times.  Members of  the Chapter have 
served as National WNBA officers in the positions of  
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, and President. 

        The members in the Detroit Chapter come from 
throughout southern lower Michigan and represent a  
diversity of  book-related professions including writers, 
librarians, publishers, booksellers, and editors.  Women 
and men who share the love of  books and reading are 
encouraged to join. 
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